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SURVEY OF WOMEN AGRICULTURAL WORKERS, TEN CALIFORNIA COUNTIES 


Table 1--Number of Hourly and Piece-Rate Women Agricultural Workers in Sample, 
By County 


Peak employment week for women during 12-month period, July 1963-June 196) 
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SURVEY OF WOMEN AGRICULTURAL WORKERS, TEN CALIFORNIA COUNTIES 


Table 2—-Number of Women Agricultural Workers in Sample, Both Hourly and Piece-Rate Workers 
By Crop and Activity Within County 


Peak employment week for women during 12-month period, July 1963-June 1964 


Number of hourly-paid and piece-rate women in sample 
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SURVEY OF WOMEN AGRICULTURAL WORKERS, TEN CALIFORNIA COUNTIES 


Table 3—-Number of Hourly—Paid Women Agricultural Workers in Sample 
By Crop and Activity Within County 


Peak employment week for women during 12-month period, July 1963-June 1964 
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SURVEY OF WOMEN AGRICULTURAL WORKERS, TEN CALIFORNIA COUNTIES 


Table 4—Number of Piece-Rate Women Agricultural Workers in Sample 
By Crop and Activity Within County 


Peak employment week for women during 12-month period, July 1963-June 1964 


| Number of piece-rate women in sample 
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DLSR 4109 SURVEY OF WOMEN AGRICULTURAL WORKERS, TEN CALIFORNIA COUNTIES September 16, 1964 


Table 5--Hourly Earnings of Women HOURLY WORKERS, By County 


Peak employment week for women during 12-month period, July 1963-June 196) 
| Women HOURLY WORKERS in sample 
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* WOMEN AGRICULTURAL WORKENS, TEN CALIFORNIA COUNTIES 
Peak Employment Week for Women, July 1963-June 1964 
Highlights 


Coverage of survey 


~~A sample of growers and farm labor contractors with 10 or more workers in: 
fruit and tree nut farms; vegetable farms; general farms, primarily crop; 
and cotton farms. "Fruit and tree nut farms" include: grapes, peaches, 
apricots, cherries, prunes, plums, oranges, lemons, figs, nectarines, 
olives, bushberries, strawberries, walnuts, almonds, etc. 


--Ten counties: 
Fresno Ventura 
Tulare Riverside 
San Joaquin Butte 


Stanislaus Sutter 
Santa Clara Yuba 


--Sample included 1,333 growers and farm labor contractors, representing 
26 percent of the employers and 58 percent of the employees in the crops 
and counties surveyed. (Table 12) 


Farms with women workers (Table 13) 


~-=636 (48 percent) of the 1,333 farms in the sample employed women in the 
occupations covered by Industrial Welfare Commission Order 1-61. 


~-697 farms (52 percent) did not employ women in these occupations. 


Hourly and piece-rate wrkers (Table 1) 
=--9,117 women were employed by farms in the sample. 
=-\,996 women (55 percent) were paid on an hourly basis. 


--l,121 women (45 percent) were paid on a piece-rate basis. 


Records of hours worked by piece-rate workers (Table 13) 


~-l6 farms, with 886 women, kept records of hours worked by piece workers. 


~=313 farms, with 3,235 women, kept NO records of hours worked by piece 
workers. 


--49 farms kept no records of hours or earnings of women piece workers, most 
of whom were wives working with their husbands. 


‘ 
Hourly earnings of hourly workers (rabfed 5, 6, and 7) 
EEN A act Ne Th A nie Std : 


--$1.10 per hour was the average (median) rate paid to the 4,996 women paid 
on an hourly basis (Table 5) 


-46 percent (2,276 women) were paid $1.10 per hour; 17 percent (862 women), 
$1.00 per hour; 11 percent (536 women), $1.15 per hour, and 10 percent 
(475 women), $1.25 per hour 


--61 percent of the hourly-paid women were employed by growers and 39 per=- 
cent by farm labor contractors. The median rate paid by each type of 
employer was the same, $1.10 per hour, 


--52 percent of the 4,996 hourly-paid women worked in grapes and 19 percent 
in cotton, The median rate for both crops was $1.10 per hour. (Table 6) 


--16 percent worked in vegetables, where the hourly rate was $1.10 for 
tomato picking and $1.00 for other vegetables. 


--5 percent worked in peaches, almonds and walnuts, and plums and prunes, 
where the median hourly rate was $1.25; percent in berries, with a median 
of $1.00 per hour 


--In Fresno, Tulare, and Riverside counties, where grapes and cotton were the 
principal crops, the median rate was $1.10 per hour. (Table 7) 


--In Stanislaus and Ventura, where vegetables (other than tomatoes) and 
berries were the main crops, the median hourly rate was $1.00, 


--In the Butte-Sutter-Yuba area, where peaches, almonds, and walnuts were 
the main crops, the median rate was $1.25 per hour. 


Hourly earnings of piece-rate workers (Table 8) 


--$1.31 per hour was the median hourly earnings of the 886 women piece-rate 
workers for whom hours records were kept. 


--134 of the 886 women piece-rate workers (15 percent) earned less than 
$1.00 per hour. 


--Of the 13 women piece-rate workers who earned less than $1.00 per hour, 
101 worked in berries, 20 in apricots, 7 in citrus, and 6 in vegetables, 


Weekly earnings of piece-rate workers (Tables 9 and 10) 
--Earnings were reported on a weekly basis for 1,759 of the 3,235 women 
piece~rate workers. The number of hours worked by most of these women 
during the payroll week was unknown. 


--The median weekly earnings of the 1,759 women piece-rate workers was 
$36.24. (Table 10) 


--Median weekly earnings ranged from a low of $9.60 in berries to a high of 
$62.15 in cherries. 


--569 of the 1,759 women piece-rate workers whose earnings were reported for 
one week were in Fresno County, where median earnings were $15.12 (Table 9) 


Jo2 


piece-rate workers paid less than $4.00 for 
rate workers wer: 
worked, (This 
who submitted 


Of the 239 women, 118 worked 


grapes, and 3) in other crops. 


Hours worked per week (Table 15) 


--50 percent of 570 piece-rate workefs whose hours were reported for one 
week worked 2); hours or less during the wesk. Six percent worked more 
than 8 hours 


--30 percent of 3,425 hourly-paid workers whose hours were reported for one 
week worked 2l hours or less during the week; 33 percent worked more than 
48 hours. 


Women employed by growers and farm labor contractors 


-68 percent of the 9,117 women in the survey worked for growers; 32 per 
cent for farm labor contractors. 


--The proportion of women employed by farm labor contractors was highest 
in San Joaquin County, 42 percent; and lowest in Butte-Sutter-Yuba, 
3 percent. 


~-In all except two crops--cotton and cherries--growers employed a larger 
number of women than farm labor contractors. In cotton, 73 percent were 
hired by contractors; in cherries, 57 percent. 
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WOMEN AGRICULTURAL WORKERS, TEN CALIFORNIA COUNTIES 


Employment Week for Women, July 1963=June 1964) 


Background, Scope, and Method of Survey 
At a meeting in San Francisco on April 29, 196k, the Industrial Welfare 

Commission requested the Division of Labor Statistics and Research to conduct a 

survey of the earnings of women agricultural workers covered by Order 1-61 


Since both time and resources for the survey were limited, data collection 
activities were directed toward crops and counties where wamen were most likely 
to be employed. In the absence of statistics on women workers in agriculture, 
helpful leads were obtained from organizations familiar with farm operations, 
including the California Farm Bureau Federation, Farm Placement Officers of the 
California Department of Bnployment, and others. 

The scope of 
below, 


the survey and the method of data collection are outlined 


Crops 


The survey was limited to growers and farm labor contractors in the following 
categories: 


1. Fruit and tree nut farms (includes grapes, peaches, apricots, cherries, 


prunes, plums, oranges, lemons, figs, nectarines, olives, strawberries, 
bushberries, walnuts, almonds, etc.) 


Vegetable farms (includes tomatoes and all other vegetables ) 


General farms, primarily crop 


Cotton farms 


Counties 


Counties included in the survey were selected on the basis of (2) having 
relatively high total employment in the crops being surveyed and (b) representing 
various geographic areas in the State. 


The ten counties surveyed were: 


Fresno Ventura 
Tulare Riverside 
San Joaquin Sutter 
Stanislaus Butte 
Santa Clara Yuba 


Occupations 


The survey included women 18 years old and over in pre-harvest and harvest 
occupations covered by Order 14-61, such as: picking, field packing, bunching, 


Jecupations (continued) 


thinning, planting, pruning, weeding, hoeing, topping, vine tying, field grading, 
etc. 


After-harvest occupations not covered by Order 1-61 were omitted from the 
survey. With the exception of apricot cutting, all packing shed work was excluded. 


Universe and sample 


The survey was confined to farms and farm labor contractors with a total of 
10 or more employees (men, women, and minors) in the third quarter of 1963, For 
citrus farms only, farms with 10 or more workers in either the third or the fourth 
quarter of 1963 were included. 


A total of 5,211 farms and farm labor contractors, with approximately 86,000 
employees in July 1963, fell in the universe of crops and counties being surveyed. 
The sample selected from this total included 1,333 farms and farm labor contractors, 
with approximately 50,000 employees in July 1963, The sample thus represented 26 
percent of the employers and 58 percent of the employees in the universe of crops 
and counties being surveyed, 


Farms with women workers 


Among the 1,333 farms and farm labor contractors in the sample, 636 indicated 
that they employed women in the occupations covered by Order 1-61 at some time 
during the 12-month survey period, July 1963-June 1964. The remaining 697 employers, 
according to the information obtained, did not employ women in these occupations 
during the 12-month period. 


Farms employing women were asked to report hours and earnings data for the 
week or pay period during July 1963-June 196 when the largest number of women 
were on their payroll. Thus, the employment and earnings information in the 
survey do not all relate to the same date or to the same pay period, A 12-month 
survey period was used in order to obtain earnings for the maximum number of 
women workers in as wide a variety of crops and activities as possible. 


Collection of data 


Since this was a "pilot" or exploratory survey, several methods of data 
collection were used. Survey interviewers called on farms and labor contractors 
and secured earnings information directly from payroll records for 52 of the 

636 growers and contractors who employed women workers, Information for the 
remaining 18) employers with women workers was obtained by mail questiornaire. 


Of the 697 growers and contractors not employing women, 367 reports were 
obtained from officials in Farm Placement Offices who were familiar enough with 
the farmer's operations to state that he employed no women, Of the remainder of 
farms having no women, 225 reports were obtained by mail questionnaire and 105 by 
survey interviewers. 


Hourly and piece workers 


Information was collected for 9,117 women workers covered by Order 1-61. 
Of these, 4,996 (55 percent) were paid on an hourly basis and 4,121 (45 percent) 
on a piece-rate basis (see tables 1-l\). Hourly earnings were computed for the 
4,996 hourly-paid women. These figures are shown in Tables 5, 6, and 7. 


Of the 359 employers who paid the majority of their women workers on a 
piece-rate basis, only 6 with 886 women workers, kept a record of hours worked 
by piece workers, The remaining 313 employers, with 3,235 women, did not keep 
a record of hours worked by piece workers, Table 8 presents the hourly earnings 
of the 886 piece workers for whom hours were recorded. Weekly earnings of piece 
workers whose earnings were reported for one week are in Tables 9 and 10. 


Median and arithmetic mean 


Two types of averages were computed: the median and the arithmetic mean. 


The median is the midpoint in the range of earnings--half the employees make 
the same or less than the median rate and half make the same or more. 


The arithmetic mean is the average obtained by adding the hourly earnings of 
all employees and dividing this sum by the total number of employees in the 
distribution. 
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